
  
All Certified Flight Instructors are mandated by the FAA and the TSA to participate in  

Airport Community Watch Program: 

If possible, establish an airport community watch program- 

• Coordinate the program with all appropriate stakeholders including airport 

officials, pilots, businesses and/or other airport users. 

• Hold periodic meetings with the airport community. 

• Develop and circulate reporting procedures to all who have a regular presence 

on the airport. 

• Encourage proactive participation in aircraft and facility security and heightened 

awareness measures. This should include encouraging airport and line staff to 

‘query’ unknowns on ramps, near aircraft, etc. 

• Post signs promoting the program, warning that the airport is watched. Include 

appropriate emergency phone numbers on the sign. 

• Install a bulletin board for posting security information and meeting notices. 

• Provide training to all involved for recognizing suspicious activity and 

appropriate response tactics. This could include the use of a video or other 

media for training. The following are some recommended training topics: 

1. Aircraft with unusual or unauthorized modifications. 

2. Persons loitering for extended periods in the vicinity of parked aircraft, in pilot 

lounges, or other areas deemed inappropriate. 

3. Pilots who appear to be under the control of another person. 

4. Persons wishing to rent aircraft without presenting proper credentials or 

identification. 

5. Persons who present apparently valid credentials but who do not display a 

corresponding level of aviation knowledge. 

6. Any pilot who makes threats or statements inconsistent with normal uses of 

aircraft. 

7. Events or circumstances that do not fit the pattern of lawful, normal activity at 

an airport. 

 



8. Utilize local law enforcement for airport security community education. 

9. Encourage tenants to make their staff aware of the airport watch programs. 

 

Reporting Procedures 

It is essential that every airport employee (including CFIs) is familiar with how to 

report unusual or suspicious activity: 

• Report to the airport management for your local airport; or 

• The GA Hotline: 1-866-GA-SECUR (1-866-427-3287). This hotline 

is available 24 hours a day 7 days a week; or 

• You can also call 911 from any phone 

Throughout the year be sure to periodically check for new threats posed to 

general aviation on the TSA website at www.tsa.gov  

  
 

http://www.tsa.gov/

